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The following report containe information relative tc the current state of:

hydrography, pilotage, labor, docking, and otner acconmodations at the port

of Haiphong, i 3

Location: The port of Huiphong i sitvated st the far end of the Gult of :
Tonkin, on the southern bank of the Kus-Kam River, 19 miles from the entrance
of the estuary. % lles in Latitude 209 520 qp, Iangltud‘: 1006 41 B,
Approaches: Approsches to ths Entrance Buoy, #0 at Latitude 200 La' agn N,
Longitude 1060 56 23" B, are edequately described in !0, Publication #125,
Both lighthouses on Norway Usland and on the Islend of Hon Dau are 1in opera=
tion at present, but hostilities mey cause tpe lights to |[be extinguished at
any time. During the day there are munerous iglande fromiwhich cross bea.rihga
may be obtained, These islaris also malke rerfect rader targets. Particularly
suitable 1s "Rocher du Large ," a small bhut high rock which stands all by |
itself and on which radar bearings can be taken with almost pin-point accUe:
racy. :

Hydrogrevhic: There is generally only one high and one lo ' tide every twenty-
four hours. The wresent min:imam depth at lowest low we.'te‘rf on the bar Kua Nam
Trieu Channel is 15 Tfeet, The depth at lowest low water in the turning basin
upstream from the piers at Haiphong Port is also 15 feet.ri Vessels drawing !
more than 15 feet are maneuvered according to the stage oi": the tide. Maximum
safe draft at the bar ig 19 teet pPractically the whole year around; 22 feet !
{or twenty~two days out of thirty, and 25 feet is the maz:i'.mum draft at high~
eet high tide. for making aceurate determinations of depth, add 15 feet to :
the tide according to tide tables. : ‘

Climate: The climate is almost tropicel for mogt of the y‘éar » although :
occasionally during the winter the temperature drops to 59 degrees Fahrenheit,
The rainy season is from August +o Septenber, and the most| fog will be ex~
perienced in February and March. Some fog is elso in 2vidence during the
months of Januery snd April, Lo
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Supplies: Supplies &re presently very expensive as ihey must be purchased a*’
the official rate of exchange.

Medical: The Irench Army ospltz:.l accepts seamen. There are also several
private doctors and a smc.ll private hospital, "Clinique du D‘o’cteu.r Fr. squet,”

Transportation: There@ is a railway connecting haiphong with harnoi, abomt

55 miles awey, but due| to the present hostilities the train service is very
unreliable. Haiphong has regular steemship eervice to Hong Kong and to porta
in Vietnam. "Air Vietnam' serves major cities in Vietnam still under that
government's control. ‘Hong Kong is served by "Cathay Pacii‘ic Alrways."

Radio Communication: 'J.here is a redio station in Haiphong. - Ibs call letters
are "XVG," not 'FRG" and the calling frequency is 500 kes. with e vorking
frequency of 477 kes.

- End -
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